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Am I Dependent or Independent?

When I fill out the 2009–10 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSASM),  
will I have to provide information about my parents?

It depends. Answer these questions:

*  Answer No (you are not a veteran) if you (1) have never engaged in active duty in the U.S. armed forces, (2) are currently  
a Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) student or a cadet or midshipman at a service academy, (3) are a National  
Guard or Reserves enlistee activated only for state or training purposes, or (4) were engaged in active duty in the U.S. armed 
forces but released under dishonorable conditions. Also answer No if you are currently serving in the U.S. armed forces and will 
continue to serve through June 30, 2010. 
 Answer Yes (you are a veteran) if you (1) have engaged in active duty in the U.S. armed forces (Army, Navy, Air Force,  
Marines, or Coast Guard) or are a National Guard or Reserves enlistee who was called to active duty for other  
than state or training purposes, or were a cadet or midshipman at one of the service academies and (2) were released under a 
condition other than dishonorable. Also answer Yes if you are not a veteran now but will be one by June 30, 2010.

Did you answer Yes to any of the questions? If so, then for federal student aid purposes, you’re considered  
to	be	an	independent	student	and	do	not	have	to	provide	information	about	your	parents	on	the	FAFSA.

Did you answer No to every question? If so, then for federal student aid purposes, you’re considered to be a 
dependent	student,	and	you	must	provide	information	about	your	parents	on	the	FAFSA.	Not	sure	who	counts	 
as	your	parent?	See	the	instructions	on	the	FAFSA	or	check	out	“Who	Is	My	‘Parent’	When	I	Fill	Out	the	FAFSA?”	
at www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov/pubs.

If you have no contact with your parents and don’t know where they live, you should discuss your situation with 
the financial aid office at the college or career school you plan to attend. The financial aid administrator will help 
you figure out what to do next.

Fill out the FAFSA at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Were you born before Jan. 1, 1986? Yes No

Are you married? (Answer “Yes” if you are separated but not divorced.) Yes No

At the beginning of the 2009–10 school year, will you be working on a master’s or doctorate degree program (such as an  
M.A., M.B.A., M.D., J.D., Ph.D., Ed.D., or graduate certificate, etc.)?

Yes No

Are you currently serving on active duty in the U.S. armed forces for purposes other than training? (If you are a National Guard or Reserves enlistee,  
are you on active duty for other than state or training purposes?)

Yes No

Are you a veteran of the U.S. armed forces?* Yes No

Do you have children who will receive more than half of their support from you between July 1, 2009, and June 30, 2010? Yes No

Do you have dependents (other than your children or spouse) who live with you and who receive more than half of their support from you,  
now and through June 30, 2010?

Yes No

At any time since you turned age 13, were both your parents deceased, were you in foster care, or were you a ward or dependent of the court? Yes No

Has it been decided by a court in your state of legal residence that you are an emancipated minor or that you are in a legal guardianship? Yes No

At any time on or after July 1, 2008, were you determined to be an unaccompanied youth who was homeless, as determined by (a) your high school  
or district homeless liaison or (b) the director of an emergency shelter or transitional housing program funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development?

Yes No

At any time on or after July 1, 2008, did the director of a runaway or homeless youth basic center or transitional living program determine that you  
were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or were self-supporting and at risk of being homeless?

Yes No



Download this fact sheet at www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov/pubs 
2009–10

Who Is My “Parent” When I Fill Out the FAFSASM?

Maybe you know you’re considered a dependent student* by 
the FAFSA, and you’re supposed to put information about 
your parents on the application. But what if your parents are 
divorced? Remarried? What if you live with your sister? Here’s 
some information that might help:

	 •	 �If your parents are living and married to each other, 
answer the questions about them.

	 •	 �If your parents are living together and are not married but 
meet the criteria in your state for a common-law marriage, 
answer the questions about both of them. If your state 
does not consider them to be married, fill out the parental 
information as if they are divorced. (See below.)

	 •	 �If your parent is widowed or single, answer the questions 
about that parent. If your widowed parent is remarried 
as of the day you sign the FAFSA, answer the questions 
about that parent and the person whom your parent 
married (your stepparent).

	 •	 �If your parents are divorced or separated, answer the 
questions about the parent with whom you lived more 
during the past 12 months. 

		  m	  �If you lived exactly six months with each parent, give 
answers about the parent who provided more financial 
support during the past 12 months or during the most 
recent year that you actually received support from a 
parent. If this parent is remarried as of today, answer 
the questions on the FAFSA about that parent and the 
person whom your parent married (your stepparent).

	 •	 �The following people are not your parents unless they 
have adopted you: grandparents, foster parents, legal 
guardians, older brothers or sisters, and uncles or aunts.

EXCEPTION: The FAFSA asks about your parents’ education 
level. For these two questions, your parents are considered to 
be your birth parents or adoptive parents—your stepparent is 
not your parent in these questions.

What if my parents don’t want to help  
me pay for college?
They don’t have to, but we do need their information to put 
together a picture of your family’s financial strength. This helps 
determine how much help the government can give you to pay 
for school.

What if my parents don’t want to provide  
their private information on the FAFSA?
Their information is safe with us. We recommend you fill out 
your FAFSA online, where your information is put into special 
code before it’s sent over the Internet to our processor. Also, 
we won’t share your FAFSA information with anyone except 
the schools you tell us you want to attend (so they can use the 
information to award financial aid to you) and a few federal 
government agencies (so they can check to be sure you’ve 
reported your information accurately). 

What if I don’t live with my parents?
You still must answer the questions about them if you’re 
considered a dependent student. 

What if I have no contact with my parents?
If you don’t know where your parents are, or you’ve left home 
due to an abusive situation, get in touch with the financial aid 
office at the college or career school you plan to attend. The 
financial aid administrator will tell you what to do next. Don’t 
put this off or you might miss financial aid deadlines!

*�To find out whether you are a dependent student,  
see “Am I Dependent or Independent?”  
at www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov/pubs  
or call 1-800-4-FED-AID.
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How Your Financial Aid Administrator Can Help You

What’s a financial aid administrator?
A financial aid administrator (FAA) works at a college or career 
school to help the school’s students apply for, receive and—in 
many cases—learn how to repay their student aid. 

When should I first contact my FAA?
While researching the school before applying, be sure to find 
out what types of financial aid are available at that school. Your 
research should include a visit to the financial aid office’s Web 
site. Later, as you prepare to apply for aid at that school, the 
FAA will be able to answer your questions about the process.

What questions can my FAA answer for me?
	 •	 �What financial aid can I apply for through my school and 

through my state education agency?

	 •	 �What are the financial aid application deadlines  
at my school?

	 •	 �How do I fill out the Free Application for Federal  
Student Aid (FAFSASM )?

	 •	 �Do I have to include my parents’ information  
on the FAFSA?

	 •	 �I went to a Web site that I thought was the FAFSA site, 
but it asked for my credit card number. Do I need to pay 
to fill out the FAFSA?

	 •	 �What am I supposed to do with my Student Aid Report?

	 •	 �What is verification, what documents must I provide and 
when, and why was I chosen in the first place?

	 •	 �When will I find out how much aid I’ve been awarded?

	 •	 �What are all these different kinds of aid my school has 
awarded me?

	 •	 �What if I’m not awarded enough money to pay for all my 
school-related expenses?

If you have any other questions or concerns about the financial 
aid process, contact the financial aid office at your school. Your 
FAA is there to help you.
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Don’t Get Scammed on Your Way to College!

Financial aid scams are a hot topic these days. You should be aware of the tactics companies use to convince 
students to buy their services. Here are some of the most common claims students are hearing:

“If you use our services, you’re guaranteed to get  
at least $2,000 in student aid for college, or we’ll  
give you your money back.”
This claim doesn’t mean anything. Most students are eligible 
for at least $3,500 in unsubsidized student loans anyway—and 
because a student loan is considered student aid, you won’t be 
able to ask for a refund if that’s all you’re offered. No one can 
guarantee to get you a grant or scholarship. Remember, too, that 
refund guarantees often have conditions or strings attached. Get 
refund policies in writing.

“Applying for aid is complicated. We’re the only ones 
who can help you through the process and find all  
the aid for which you’re eligible.”
Unlikely. There are many places to get free help applying for 
student aid. Check with your school counselor or college 
financial aid office for help filling out the Free Application  
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSASM). Your school or college  
also can help you find scholarships. And be sure to try the  
free scholarship search at www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov.

“I’d like to offer you a scholarship [or grant].  
All I need is your bank account information  
so the money can be deposited and a processing  
fee charged.”
Watch out! It’s extremely rare for a legitimate organization 
to charge a processing fee for a scholarship. Some criminals 
imitate legitimate foundations, federal agencies, and 
corporations. They might even have official-sounding names 
to fool students. Don’t give anyone your bank account or credit 
card information or your Social Security number (SSN) 
unless you initiated the contact and trust the company. Such 
personal identification information could be used to commit 
identity theft. If you’ve been contacted by someone claiming to 
be from the U.S. Department of Education (ED) and asking for 
your SSN or bank account information, do not provide it. (ED 
does not make such calls.) Instead, immediately contact the 
agencies listed below.

To find out how to prevent or report a financial aid scam,  
visit or call:

Federal Trade Commission
www.ftc.gov/scholarshipscams

1-877-FTC-HELP (1-877-382-4357)

(TTY for the hearing impaired: 1-866-653-4261)

U.S. Department of Education  
Office of Inspector General Fraud Hotline
www.ed.gov/misused

1-800-MIS-USED (1-800-647-8733)

oig.hotline@ed.gov

For more ideas about where to find free information on  
student aid, visit Looking for Student Aid Without Getting 
Scammed at www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov/LSA.
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Be an Informed Consumer …

… when it comes to federal student aid

Enrollment contracts
Read any school enrollment contract carefully before you sign 
it. The contract explains what the school will give you for your 
money. If a representative of the school promises you things 
that are not in the contract, such as help finding a job, ask that 
the promise be written into the contract and that it be signed 
and dated. A promise is usually not enforceable unless it is  
in writing.

Tuition and fees
If you’re enrolling in a community college or four-year college, 
you will probably get a tuition and fee bill before each term 
(semester or quarter) begins; a portion of your federal student 
aid will be paid each term. If you’re enrolling at a vocational 
school, you usually will be charged tuition and fees for the 
entire educational program at the beginning. However, your 
federal student aid will usually be divided into at least two 
payments each year. Most schools use your financial aid to pay 
your tuition and fees. If there’s any left over, the school must 
give it to you to help pay your living expenses.

Loans
Even if you qualify for a full Federal Pell Grant (free aid), your 
cost of attendance might not be entirely covered. If other grant 
aid and work-study aren’t available, check with your school 
about the types of loans you can get. Before you borrow, think 
about how you will afford to pay the money back. Either the 
school or the lender must give you a repayment schedule that 
explains how much your loan payments will be and when you 
have to start making the payments.

Remember that you must pay back a loan, even if you drop 
out of school or don’t find a job after you graduate.

Refund policy
It’s important to find out whether you can get a refund from the 
school if you drop out before you get your degree or certificate. 
Every school that uses federal student aid must give you a copy 
of its refund policy if you request it. If you received financial 
aid and you withdraw, some or all of the money might have 
to be returned (by you or the school) to the source of the 
aid. Be sure to let the school know exactly when you plan to 
withdraw—it may reduce your debt.
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Why Get a Federal Student Loan?

While every student wants free money in the form of scholarships and grants, not everyone can get enough free 
money to cover the entire cost of college or career school.

If you’ve filled out your FAFSA and your school has offered 
you federal student loans (your school might call them Stafford 
Loans, Direct LoansSM, FFELSM Loans, or Perkins Loans), here 
are some things to consider:

	 •	 �You don’t have to start paying back your federal student 
loans until you graduate or stop attending school at least 
half-time. If you get a private loan, you’ll probably have to 
start making payments right away.

	 •	 �The interest rate on a federal student loan is almost always 
lower than that on a private loan—and much lower than 
that on a credit card!

	 •	 �Students with greater financial need might qualify to have 
the government pay their interest while they are in school.

	 •	 �You don’t need a credit record to get a federal student loan.

	 •	 �You don’t need a co-signer to get a federal student loan.

As you can see, a federal student loan is a much better option 
than a private loan or a credit card. However, do remember 
that you are responsible for repaying your loan, so don’t 
borrow more than you need for school-related expenses. 
And if you find you’re going to have trouble making your 
payments, be sure to get in touch with your lender as soon  
as possible to see what arrangements can be made.

For more information about the types of federal student  
loans, repayment options, and what happens if you don’t  
make your payments on time, check out our guide called  
Your Federal Student Loans. Read the guide online at  
www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov/repayingpub or order  
a copy of the booklet from 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243).
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Got a Federal Student Loan?  

Be a Responsible Borrower!

	 •	 �A loan, unlike a grant, is borrowed money that  
must be repaid.

	 •	 �You must repay your loan even if you didn’t like the 
education you received or you can’t find a job after  
you graduate.

	 •	 �You must keep your lender informed of any changes in 
your name, address, telephone number, Social Security 
number, or school enrollment status.

	 •	 �You must make payments on your loan even if you don’t 
receive a bill or repayment notice. Billing statements are sent 
to you as a convenience, but you have to make payments 
even if you don’t receive any reminders.

	 •	 �You can prepay the whole loan or any part of it at any 
time without penalty. This means you are paying some  
of the loan before it’s due.

	 •	 �If you apply for deferment,* forbearance,* or 
consolidation,* you must continue to make payments  
on your loan until you have been notified that your 
request has been processed and approved.

	 •	 �Your student loan account balance and status will be 
reported to national credit bureaus on a regular basis.  
Just as failing to repay your loan can damage your credit 
rating, repaying your loan responsibly can help you 
establish a good credit rating.

	 •	 �The consequences of defaulting (failing to pay according 
to your loan contract) on a federal student loan are severe 
and long lasting. For example, you might not be able to 
buy a car, and your federal income tax refund could be 
applied to your student loan balance instead of being  
sent to you.

	 •	 �There are repayment options available to assist you  
if you’re having trouble making payments.

Need more information? Check out Your Federal  
Student Loans at www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov/
repayingpub. If you don’t have Internet access, call 
1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) and ask for a copy  
of the book to be sent to you.

* �Deferment and forbearance are ways of putting off or reducing loan 
payments. Consolidation means combining two or more federal 
student loans into a single loan. For details about these terms, read  
Your Federal Student Loans.
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Student Aid and Identity Theft

Safeguard Your Student Aid Information

Identity Theft
How does identity theft happen? Criminals use their access 
to personal data such as names, telephone numbers, Social 
Security numbers, and bank and credit card information.  
Using the stolen data, the criminal can fraudulently obtain 
credit cards, buy items over the Internet, and even establish 
cellular phone accounts. The Federal Trade Commission 
reports that identity theft consistently ranks as the agency’s 
number one consumer complaint category.

Reduce Your Risk
	 •	 �Never give personal information over the phone, through 

the mail, or on the Internet unless you made the contact  
and are sure you know who you’re dealing with.

	 •	 �Before providing personal information to an 
organization, review its privacy policy. By completing, 
or even requesting a student loan application, you might 
be granting permission to that organization to access your 
personal information.

	 •	 �Apply for federal student aid by filling out the  
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSASM)  
at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

	 •	 �After completing the FAFSA electronically, remember  
to exit the application and close the browser.

	 •	 �Keep your Federal Student Aid PIN in a secure place.  
(Get your PIN at www.pin.ed.gov.)

	 •	 �Don’t reveal your PIN to anyone, even if that person  
is helping you fill out the FAFSA. The only time you 
should be using your PIN is when you are on secure  
U.S. Department of Education (ED) Web sites.

	 •	 �Review your financial aid award documents and keep  
track of the amount of aid applied for and awarded.

	 •	 �Shred charge receipts, copies of credit applications, checks 
and bank statements, and other documents with personal 
information if they are no longer needed.

	 •	 �Keep your purse or wallet safe at all times; store it and 
other items containing personal information in a secure 
place at home, especially if you have roommates.

How We Keep Your Information Safe
ED cares about the privacy of your personal information.  
The information you share with us via our secure Web sites 
(e.g., www.fafsa.ed.gov and www.pin.ed.gov) goes through 
a process called encryption. Encryption uses a mathematical 
formula to scramble your data into a format that is unreadable 
by anyone who might intercept it. This is how we do our part to 
keep your information safe—but you need to do yours as well.

Report Identity Theft
If you become a victim of identity theft or suspect that your 
student information has been stolen, contact:

U.S. Department of Education
Office of Inspector General Hotline 
1-800-MIS-USED (1-800-647-8733) 
complain online: www.ed.gov/misused

Federal Trade Commission
1-877-IDTHEFT (1-877-438-4338) 
complain online: www.ftc.gov/idtheft

Social Security Administration
1-800-269-0271 
www.ssa.gov/pubs/idtheft.htm

Equifax Credit Bureau
1-800-525-6285 
www.equifax.com

Experian Information Solutions
1-888-397-3742 
www.experian.com

TransUnion Credit Bureau
1-800-680-7289 
www.transunion.com
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Military Scholarships

Army Reserve Officer Training Corps
Army Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) scholarships 
are offered at hundreds of colleges. Application packets, 
information about eligibility, and the telephone number  
of an ROTC advisor in your area are available from

College Army ROTC
Telephone: 1-800-USA-ROTC (1-800-872-7682) 
Web site: www.goarmy.com/rotc

Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps
The Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps (AFROTC) 
college scholarship program targets students pursuing certain 
foreign language and technical degrees, although students 
entering a wide variety of majors may be accepted. Information 
about AFROTC scholarships is available from

College Scholarship Section
Telephone: 1-866-423-7682 
Web site: www.afrotc.com

Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps
The Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps (NROTC) offers 
both two-year and four-year scholarships. For information and 
applications, contact

Naval Service Training Command
Telephone: 1-800-NAV-ROTC (1-800-628-7682) 
Web site: https://www.nrotc.navy.mil

These scholarships are awarded on the basis of merit rather  
than financial need.
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Academic Competitiveness Grant  
and National SMART Grant

ACG Requirements
To receive an ACG, a student must

	 •	 �be eligible for a Federal Pell Grant during the same  
award year;

	 •	 �be a first- or second-year undergraduate student enrolled 
at least half-time in a degree program or in a certificate 
program of at least one year in length at a two-year or 
four-year degree-granting institution;

	 •	 �have completed a rigorous secondary school program  
of study; and

	 •	 �if a first-year student

		  m	 �have completed secondary school after Jan. 1, 2006

	 •	 if a second-year student

		  m	 �have completed secondary school after  
Jan. 1, 2005 and

		  m	 �have at least a 3.0 grade point average as of the end of 
his or her first academic year of undergraduate study.

These are not the only ACG requirements. For more details, 
including a list of recognized “rigorous” programs of secondary 
school study, visit the “Federal Financial Aid Programs” section 
at www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov.

Academic Competitiveness Grant (ACG)
During an eligible student’s first year, the maximum ACG award is $750; the maximum ACG award  
for a student’s second year is $1,300.

National Science and Mathematics Access to Retain Talent Grant 
(National SMART Grant)
An eligible student may receive up to $4,000 a year for his or her third and fourth academic years  
of undergraduate study. 

National SMART Grant Requirements
To receive a National SMART Grant, a student must

	 •	 �be eligible for a Federal Pell Grant during the same  
award year;

	 •	 �be enrolled at least half-time in the third or fourth year of 
an undergraduate degree or certificate program (or the fifth 
year of a five-year program) at a degree-granting institution;

	 •	 �be pursuing a major (or, in some cases, equivalent course 
work) in physical, life, or computer sciences, mathematics, 
technology, engineering, or a critical foreign language as 
described in the “Federal Financial Aid Programs” 
section at www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov; and

	 •	 �have at least a 3.0 grade point average as of the end of the 
student's second year and continue to maintain a 3.0 GPA 
which must be checked prior to the beginning of each 
payment period (e.g., semester).
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TEACH Grant Program
The Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher 
Education (TEACH) Grant Program provides grants of up to 
$4,000 per year to students who intend to teach in a public or 
private elementary or secondary school that serves students 
from low-income families. If, after reading all of the information 
on this fact sheet, you are interested in learning more about the 
TEACH Grant Program, you should contact the financial aid 
office at the college where you will be enrolled. 

Conditions
In exchange for receiving a TEACH Grant, you must agree to serve 
as a full-time teacher in a high-need field in a public or private 
elementary or secondary school that serves low-income students. 
As a recipient of a TEACH Grant, you must teach for at least four 
academic years within eight calendar years of completing the 
program of study for which you received a TEACH Grant.

IMPORTANT: If you fail to complete this service obligation, all 
amounts of TEACH Grants that you received will be converted 
to a Federal Direct Unsubsidized Stafford Loan. You must then 
repay this loan to the U.S. Department of Education (ED). You 
will be charged interest from the date the grant was disbursed.

Student Eligibility Requirements
To receive a TEACH Grant you must meet the following criteria: 
	 •	 �Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSASM), although you do not have to demonstrate 
financial need. 

	 •	 �Be a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen. 
	 •	 �Be enrolled as an undergraduate, postbaccalaureate, or 

graduate student in a postsecondary institution that has 
chosen to participate in the TEACH Grant Program. 

	 •	 �Be enrolled in course work that is necessary to begin a career 
in teaching or plan to complete such course work. Such course 
work may include subject area courses (e.g., math courses for 
a student who intends to be a math teacher). 

	 •	 �Meet certain academic achievement requirements (generally, 
scoring above the 75th percentile on a college admissions test 
or maintaining a cumulative GPA of at least 3.25). 

	 •	 �Sign a TEACH Grant Agreement to Serve.

High-Need Field
High-need fields are Bilingual Education and English Language 
Acquisition, Foreign Language, Mathematics, Reading Specialist, 
Science, Special Education, and other identified teacher shortage 
areas as of the time you begin teaching in that field. Teacher subject 
shortage areas (not geographic areas) are listed in ED’s annual 
Teacher Shortage Area Nationwide Listing. To access the listing,  
visit www.ed.gov/about/offices/ list/ope/pol/tsa.doc.

Schools Serving Low-Income Students
Schools serving low-income students include any elementary 
or secondary school that is listed in ED’s annual directory of 
designated low-income schools for teacher cancellation benefits. 

To access the directory, visit www.tcli.ed.gov and click on the 
“Search” button.

TEACH Grant Agreement to Serve
Each year you receive a TEACH Grant, you must sign a TEACH 
Grant Agreement to Serve that will be available on an ED Web 
site. The Agreement to Serve specifies the conditions under which 
the grant will be awarded and the teaching service requirements. 
It also includes an acknowledgment by you that you understand 
that if you do not meet the teaching service requirements you 
must repay the grant as a Federal Direct Unsubsidized Stafford 
Loan, with interest accrued from the date the grant funds were 
disbursed. The Agreement to Serve will require the following: 
	 •	 �For each TEACH-Grant-eligible program for which 

you received TEACH Grant funds, you must serve as 
a full-time teacher for a total of at least four academic 
years within eight calendar years after you completed 
or withdrew from the academic program for which you 
received the TEACH Grant. 

	 •	 ��You must perform the teaching service as a highly qualified 
teacher at a low-income school. The term “highly qualified 
teacher” is defined in Section 9101(23) of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 or in Section 602(10) 
of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 

	 •	 �Your teaching service must be in a high-need field. 
	 •	 �You must comply with any other requirements that  

ED determines to be necessary. 
	 •	 �If you do not complete the required teaching service 

obligation, TEACH Grant funds you received will be 
converted to a Federal Direct Unsubsidized Stafford Loan 
that you must repay, with interest charged from the date 
of each TEACH Grant disbursement.

Additional Guidance and Implementing Regulations
ED will publish regulations to implement the TEACH Grant 
Program after providing an opportunity for public comment  
in accordance with legal requirements. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER
If you receive a TEACH Grant but do not complete the required 
teaching service, as explained above, you will be required to repay 
the grants as a Federal Direct Unsubsidized Stafford Loan, with 
interest charged from the date of each TEACH Grant disbursement. 

Next Steps
If you are interested in learning more about the TEACH Grant 
Program, you should contact the financial aid office at the college 
where you will be enrolled to find out whether it participates in the 
TEACH Grant Program. 

Disclaimer
This fact sheet provides a preliminary summary of the TEACH 
Grant Program based on the College Cost Reduction and Access  
Act of 2007. The information in this document is subject to change 
and is not binding on the U.S. Department of Education.
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			   “�The technology revolution has provided a golden opportunity to improve higher education  
and expand its reach.”—Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings

Everyone is college material. College.gov shows that postsecondary education is an achievable goal for anyone, 
regardless of income, ethnicity, age or gender.

This unique Web site motivates students with inspirational stories and information about planning, preparing  
and paying for college. With students’ input and participation, college.gov was created for high school students  
and their families as a comprehensive online resource with the help and tools students need to get started.

Identifying the Need
Millions of high school graduates are discouraged from pursuing education beyond high school. This has  
a significant impact on their future—and America’s future economic prosperity. About 90 percent of the  
fastest-growing jobs will require some postsecondary education. Without proper information and support,  
students may not realize the benefits of higher education. 

Expanding Accessibility
The Secretary of Education’s Action Plan for Higher Education calls for expanding the accessibility, affordability  
and accountability of higher education for more Americans. In 2007, the Under Secretary, Sara Martinez Tucker, 
traveled across the country and heard students and families express the need for the Department of Education  
to deliver accurate and trustworthy information about postsecondary education in a more consumer-driven,  
user-friendly way.

Creating college.gov
The site has three main goals:
	 •	 Create and inspire hope that college is possible
	 •	 Engage students by building a site that they can relate to 
	 •	 �Inform, guide and activate students by giving them the tools and resources  

necessary to plan and get to college

Delivering Unique Features
	 •	 �Inspiring videos of college students sharing their stories and experiences  

as to how they overcame obstacles to achieve their college dreams
	 •	 �Fresh design picked by students that boasts a non-government look-and-feel
	 •	 �An interactive tool for students to create an “I’m going” personalized roadmap  

which details the steps to take to get to college
	 •	 �Content organized and presented in a way for students to easily find the answers  

to their higher education questions: Why Go? What to Do? and How to Pay?
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	 	 ACG: Academic Competitiveness Grant

	 	� AFROTC: Air Force Reserve Officer  
Training Corps

	 	 CPS: Central Processing System

	 	 DHS: U.S. Department of Homeland Security

	 	 DRN: Data Release Number

	 	 ED: U.S. Department of Education

	 	 EFC: Expected Family Contribution

	 	 FAA: financial aid administrator

	 	� FAFSA: Free Application for Federal  
Student Aid

	 	� FFEL: Federal Family Education Loan

	 	� FSAIC: Federal Student Aid Information Center

	 	� FSAPubs: Federal Student Aid Publications 
Ordering System

	 	� FSEOG: Federal Supplemental Educational 
Opportunity Grant

	 	 �FTC: Federal Trade Commission

	 	� FWS: Federal Work-Study

	 	� GEAR UP: Gaining Early Awareness and 
Readiness for Undergraduate Programs

	 	� GED: General Educational  
Development [certificate]

	 	 �HHS: U.S. Department of Health  
and Human Services

	 	 �IRS: Internal Revenue Service

	 	 �ISIR: Institutional Student Information Record

	 	� LEAP: Leveraging Educational  
Assistance Partnership

	 	� NROTC: Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps

	 	 �NSLDS: National Student Loan Data System

	 	� PIN: personal identification number

	 	� PSAT/NMSQT: Preliminary SAT/National  
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test

	 	� ROTC: Army Reserve Officer Training Corps

	 	� SAP: satisfactory academic progress

	 	 �SAR: Student Aid Report

	 	� SMART: Science and Mathematics Access to  
Retain Talent (as in National SMART Grant)

	 	� SSA: Social Security Administration

	 	� SSN: Social Security number

	 	� TEACH: Teacher Education Assistance  
for College and Higher Education  
(as in TEACH Grant)

	 	 �TTY: teletype

	 	� VA: U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
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